CONFERENCE
DISABILITY AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
BERGEN June 2, 2006

There will be a one day conference on disability and equal opportunity on June 2 in Bergen. The main goal of the conference is to present papers by Norwegian and international researchers that address how the ideal of equal opportunity can be implemented in the context of disability. The conference is organized by the Centre for Ethics and Economics at the Norwegian School of Economics (NHH) in collaboration with the Centre for the Study of the Science and the Humanities (SVT) at the University of Bergen.

It is a central political goal to secure disabled persons equal opportunities. This goal reflects an aspiration to combine two fundamental moral ideals: the egalitarian ideal of equalization and the liberal ideal of personal freedom and responsibility. However, it is inherently difficult to combine these two ideals and much of the contemporary debate on distributive justice has been concerned with how this should be done. The conferences focuses on the question of what constitutes a just treatment of disabled persons and on how a society can ensure that disabled persons are treated as free and equal. Three leading international researchers will present papers that relate to different aspects of these problems; Richard Arneson (University of California), Dan Brock (Harvard University) and Jo Wolff (University College London). In addition there will be three papers by Norwegian researchers. 
Practical information

The conference will be held at the University of Bergen and the venue is Dragefjellet (Magnus Lagabøtes plass 1), auditorium 4.  There is no registration fee, but participants are asked to register for the conference by sending an e-mail to Helene.Halse@svt.uib.no. For additional information about the conference contact Alexander.cappelen@nhh.no.
Program for the conference

09.00 


Coffee and registration.
09.15 


Bertil Tungodden (NHH):




Opening address

09.30 - 10.30 
Dan Brock (Harvard University).

The Problem of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities in Resource Prioritization
10.45 - 11.45 
Andreas Føllesdal (University of Oslo)




Disability and Informed Consent
12.00 - 13.00 
Richard Arneson (University of California): 
Disability and Equality
13.00 - 13.45 
Lunch
13.45 - 14.45 
Alexander Cappelen (NHH):

Disability, Equality and Responsibility 
15.00 - 16.00 
Jo Wolff (University College London): 
Disability and the Costs and Benefits of Inclusive Social Policy
16.15 – 17.30
Vegard Iversen (University of East Anglia):




Disability and the Capability Approach
Registration: send e-mail to Helene.Halse@svt.uib.no
